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                                        SUMMARY OF THE LESSON 

This chapter throws light on three social differences in India such as Gender, Caste 

and Religion which may turn to social division with the involvement of politics.  
Awareness is given about the gender discrimination due to historical reasons, 
changes taken place due to feminist movements, education and urbanisation.  This 

also emphasises the need for women to participate in politics for empowering 
themselves.  

Religion is a social difference which can become social division due to communal 
politics. This chapter discusses about the nature of communal politics and its possible 
impact on the society. India is a secular state that does not discriminate or favours 

any one based on religion.  
Caste is an age old social system in India, based on occupation. Many people argue 
that casteism is similar to racism. In spite of the efforts of social reformers like 

Rajaram Mohan Roy, Jyotiba Phule, Mahatma Gandhi etc, the casteism still exists in 
the society. Urbanisation, education, and  reducing influence of landlord system in the 

rural area have accelerated in the removal of caste from Indian society to an extent. 
Since independence, influence of caste in democratic politics is having its impact on 
the Indian society.  

 

 

 
Gender Equality  

 

1 Describe the term „sexual division of labour‟. ( CBSE 2008) 

ANS:  
1. A system in which all work inside the home is either done by the women of the 

family, or organized by them through the domestic helpers. 

2. In most families, women do all work inside the home such as washing clothes, 
tailoring, cooking, and looking after children etc. And men do all the work 

outside home.  
3. It‟s not that men can‟t do housework. When these jobs are paid for, men are 
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ready to take up these works. Eg. Cooks in hotels, Washer men and Tailors 
are mostly men. 

4. It‟s not that women do not do work outside home. In villages women fetch 
water, collect fuel and work in the fields. In urban area, women work in offices 
and also work as domestic help.  

5. Infact , the majority of women do some sort of paid work in addition to 
domestic labour. But their work is not valued and does not get recognition.  

2 What is meant by „feminist movement‟?  

ANS: The movements aimed at enhancing the political and legal status of women,    
          improving their educational and career opportunities and equality in personal  

          and family life, are called feminist movements.  
 

1 

 
3 

 
 

 
 
 

 

How has the sexual division of labour minimised the social and political participation 
of women? How did women/ feminist organisations raise the issue of gender in 

politics?  
1. The result of the division of labour on the basis of gender is that although 

women constitute half of the humanity, their role in public life, especially 
politics, is minimal in most societies.  

2. Earlier, only men were allowed to participate in public affairs, vote and contest 

for public offices. 
3. Gradually, women in different parts of the world organized and agitated for 

equal rights. These agitations demanded enhancing the political and legal 
status of women and improving their educational and career opportunities.  

3 

4 How has the political expression of gender division and political mobilisation improved 
the role of women in public life?  

ANS. 
1. Political expression of gender and political mobilisation has helped improve the 

role of women in public life. For example, now we find women working as 
scientists, doctors, engineers, lawyers, managers, teachers etc.  

2. In some parts of the world, participation of women in public life is very high.  

For example, Scandinavian countries like Sweden, Norway, and Finland.  
3. In India, since independence, there has been some improvement.Eg.33 

percent seats in local bodies are reserved for women.  

3 

5 State any three facts to show that the women face disadvantages and discrimination 
in our patriarch society. (CBSE 2009 &  2011) 

OR 

Explain with examples the gender discrimination in Indian society.  
1. The literacy rate among women is only 54 per cent compared with 76 per cent 

among men. Similarly, a smaller proportion of girl students go for higher 
studies. But the girls drop out because parents prefer to spend their resources 
for their boys‟ education rather than spending equally on their sons and 

daughters. 
2.  The proportion of women among the highly paid and valued jobs is still 

very small. On an average an Indian woman works one hour more than an 

average man every day. Yet much of her work is not paid and therefore often 
not valued. 

3. The Equal Wages Act provides that equal wages should be paid to equal work. 
However in almost all areas of work, from sports and cinema, to factories and 
fields, women are paid less than men, even when both do exactly the same 
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work. 
4. In many parts of India parents prefer to have sons and find ways to have the 

girl child aborted before she is born. Such sex-selective abortion led to a 

decline in child sex ratio (number of girl children per thousand boys) in the 
country to merely 927. This ratio has fallen below 850 or even 800 in some 

places.  
5. There are reports of various kinds of harassment, exploitation and violence 

against women. They are not even safe even within their own home from 
beating, harassment and other forms of domestic violence.  

  

 

 

6 What is the status of women‟s representation in India‟s legislatives?  
1. In India, the proportion of women in legislature has been very low. For example, 

the percentage of elected women members in Lok Sabha has never reached 
even 10 per cent of i ts total strength. 

2. Their share in the state assemblies is less than 5 per cent. In this respect, India 

is among the bottom group of nations in the world  
3. In the government, cabinets are largely all-male even when a woman becomes 

the Chief Minister or the Prime Minister. 

  3 

7 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Explain the steps taken to ensure the political participation of women in India in 
Panchayati Raj system.  

ANS: 
1. In India, One –third of seats in local government bodies- Panchayats and 

Municipalities- are now reserved for women.  

2. Now there are more than Ten Lakh elected women representatives in rural and 
urban bodies. 

3. Women‟s organisations and activist are demanding One-third of seat 
reservation in the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies. A bill with proposal for 
giving One –third reservation to Lok Sabha has been pending before the 

parliament . 
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8 Discuss various instances to show the relationship between religion and politics. 

                                                      OR 

How is religious differences often expressed in the field of politics?  
1. Gandhiji used to say that religion can never be separated from politics. What he 

meant by religion was not any particular religion like Hinduism or Islam but 
moral values that inform all religions. He believed that politics must be guided 
by ethics drawn from religion. 

2. Human rights groups in our country have argued that most of the victims of 
communal riots in our country are people from religious minorities. They have 

demanded that the government should take special steps to protect religious 
minorities. 

3. Women‟s movement has argued that family laws of all religions discriminate 

against women. So they have demanded that government should change these 
laws to make them more equitable. 

3 

9 Explain the meaning of the term „communalism‟. 

ANS. 
1. Communalism involves thinking along the following lines- The followers of a 

particular religion must belong to one community and their fundamental 
interests are the same.  

2. It follows that people who follow different religions  can not belong to the same 

social group and their interests are bound to be different and involve a conflict. 
3. In its extreme form communalism leads to the belief that people belonging to 

different religions cannot live as equal citizens within a country.  

3 

10 What do you understand by „communal politics‟?  
ANS. 

1. Communal politics is based on the idea that religion is the principal basis of 

social community or nation.  
2. In communal politics religion is expressed in exclusive and partisan terms and 

the followers of one religion is pitted against another. In such a situation, 
demands of one communal group may be opposed by another. 

3. The government power may be misused to establish domination of one religious 

group over the rest. This manner of using religion in politics is communal 
politics. 
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Communal Politics 

11 Why do you think that the idea of communalism is fundamentally flawed/ wrong?  
ANS. 

1. People of one religious community do not have the same interests and 

aspirations in every context except in religious beliefs.  
2. Everyone has several other roles, positions and identities in a society. There 

may be many opinions within a community. All these voices have a right to be 
heard. 

3. Therefore, any attempt to bring all followers of one religion together in context 

other than religion is bound to suppress many voices (freedom of expression) 
within that community.  

 

3 

12 What is „secularism‟?  
ANS. Secularism is generally the assertion that certain practices or institutions should 
exist separately from religion or religious belief. It refers to a belief that human 

activities and decisions, especially political ones, should be based on evidences and 
facts rather than religious influence.  

 

1 

13 Explain different forms of communal politics with one example each.(CBSE 2013) 
OR 

“Communa lism can take various forms in politics” .Elucidate.(CBSE2008) 
1. The most common expression of communalism is in everyday beliefs. These 

routinely involve religious prejudices, stereotypes of religious communities and 

belief in the superiority of one‟s religion over other religions. This is so common 
that we often fail to notice it, even then we believe in it.  

2. A communal mind often leads to a quest for political dominance of one’s own 

religious community. For those belonging to majority community, this takes the 

form of majoritarian dominance. For those belonging to the minority community, it 

can take the form of a desire to form a separate political unit.  
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3. Political mobilisation on religious lines is another frequent form of 

communalism. This involves the use of sacred symbols, religious leaders, 

emotional appeal and plain fear in order to bring the followers of one religion 
together in the political arena. In electoral politics this often involves special 
appeal to the interests or emotions of voters of one re ligion in preference to 

others. 
4. Sometimes communalism takes its most ugly form of communal violence, 

riots and massacre. India and Pakistan suffered some of the worst communal 

riots at the time of the Partition. The post-Independence period has also seen 
large-scale communal violence. 

14 Define ‘Secular State’. 

Ans.  
A secular state is one in which the state doesn‟t have an official religion and doesn‟t         

discriminate any citizen on the basis of religion. In a secular state all religions have          
equal freedom to follow, practice, profess and propagate their religion, or not to follow          

any religion.  

1 

15       Mention the constitutional provisions that make India a secular state.(CBSE2014) 
OR 

 Explain three features of the model of a secular state of India. (CBSE 2010) 

 
OR 

How does the Constitution of India ensure secularism? (CCE 2011) 
ANS: Secularism is not just an ideology of some political parties or persons, but it 
constitutes one of the foundations of our country. That‟s why our constitution makers 

have included several provisions to safe guard secularism.  
 

1. There is no official religion for the Indian state. Unlike the status of 

Buddhism in Sri Lanka, that of Islam in Pakistan and that of Christianity in 
England, our Constitution does not give a special status to any religion. 

2. The Constitution provides to all individuals and communities freedom to 
profess, practice and propagate any religion, or not to follow any. 

3. The Constitution prohibits discrimination on grounds of religion. 

4. The Constitution allows the state to intervene in the matters of religion in order 
to ensure equality within religious communities. For example, it bans 

untouchability. 

3 

16 Why should communalism be combated in everyday life?  
 

1. Communalism is not to be seen as a threat to some people of India but it 
threatens the very idea of Indian nation. A secular Constitution like ours is 
necessary but not sufficient to combat communalism.  

2. Religion based mobilisation needs to be countered in the arena of politics.  
3. Communal prejudices and propaganda needs to be countered in everyday life 

to safeguard the secular nature of our nation. 

3 

      

17 
What do you understand by the term‟ Casteism‟? 

Ans. 
1.  Casteism is a social system in which hereditary occupational division was 

sanctioned 
by ritual.  

2. Members of the same caste group formed a social community that practised similar 
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occupation, married within the caste group, and did not eat with members of other 
caste groups.  

3. Caste system was based on exclusion of and discrimination against the outcaste 
groups. They were subjected to the inhuman practise of untouchability.  

(The word “caste” is taken from the Portuguese word „casta‟. It can be defined as a 

rigid social system in which a social hierarchy is maintained generation after 
generation and allows little mobility out of the position to which a person is born) 

(Encarta Encyclopedia). 
 

 
18 Explain the reasons for the decline of Casteism in modern India. ( CBSE 2012) 

1. The efforts of social reformers like Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Jotiba Phule, 

Gandhiji, B.R.Ambedkar, Sri Narayana Guru, Periyar Rama Swami Naicker and 
many others have reduced the influence of caste in Indian society.  
 

2. The growth of education and literacy is another reason for decline of caste. 

 

 
3. With economic development, large-scale urbanisation and occupational 

mobility has weekend the position of landlords in the villages and broke down 

caste hierarchy. 
 

4. The constitution of India prohibited any caste-based discrimination and laid the 
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foundations of policies to reverse injustice of the caste system. 
5. Democracy is another reason for the decline of caste and untouchability.  

 

19 Point out the practise of casteism in modem India. 
ANS.. Caste continues to be closely linked to economic status. 

  
1. Even now most people marry within their own caste or tribe. (Very often it is 

reported that any attempt to inter –caste marriage is punished by caste 

panchayat) 
2. Untouchability has not ended completely. 

3. The higher caste groups that had access to education in old system have done 
well in acquiring modern education as well. Those groups that were prohibited 
from education in the old system have naturally lagged behind even in modern 

India.  
 

3 

20 “Caste can take various forms in politics” discuss  (CBSE 2012) 

Or 
How does caste influence politics in India?  

Or 

“Cas    “Caste plays a major role in Indian politics”. Explain. (CBSE questions)  
1. When parties choose candidates in elections, they keep in mind the caste 

composition of the electorate and nominate candidates from different castes so 
as to muster necessary support to win elections. 
 

2.  When governments are formed, political parties usually take care that 

representatives of different castes and tribes find a place in it.  

 
 

3. Political parties and candidates in elections make appeals to caste sentiment 

to muster support. Some political parties are known to favour some castes and 
are seen as their representatives. 

 
 

4. Universal adult franchise and the principle of one-person-one-vote compelled 

political leaders to gear up to the task of mobilising and securing political 
support.  

 
 

5. It also brought new consciousness among the people of castes that were 

hitherto treated as inferior and low. Their political participation has been 
increased. 
 

3/5 
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21 State reasons to say that caste alone does not determine the election results in India.   
Ans.  

1. No Parliamentary constituency in the country has a clear majority of single caste. 
So every candidate and party needs to win the confidence of more than one 

caste.  
2. No party wins the votes of all the voters of a caste or community.  
3. Many political parties may put up candidates from the same caste that will divide 

the votes. 
4. The ruling party or sitting MLA or MP frequently lose election in our country . This 

shows that people belong to one caste always do not vote for same party or 
candidate.  

5. The voters have strong attachment to political parties which is often stronger than 

their attachment to their caste or community.  
6. People within the same caste or community will have different interests 

depending on their economic condition.  

3 / 5  

22 ‘It is not the politics that gets caste-ridden; it is the caste that gets poli ticised‟. Explain 

the statement.  (CBSE 2009) 
 OR  

Explain the role played by politics in caste. 
OR  

„Politics too influence the caste system and caste identities by bringing them into the 
political arena.‟ Explain.   
Ans.  

1. Each caste group tries to become bigger by incorporating neighbouring caste 
groups within it. (It increases their bargaining capacity in politics) 

2. Politics makes various caste groups to enter into a coalition with other caste 
groups. (This is essential for getting political power) 

3. Caste politics has helped „Dalits‟ and OBC  castes to gain better access to  

decision making. 
4. New kinds of caste groups such as „backward‟ and „ forward „ have come up in 

the political arena.  
5. It can divert attention from other pressing issues like poverty, development  

and corruption.  

6. Caste division can lead to tension, conflict and violence. 

5 

23 22 Write meaning of the terms Urbanisation, Occupational mobility , Caste hierarchy., 
Patriarchal society, Equal Wages Act, Child Sex ratio. 

5 

24 Read page No.50 and answer the following questions in note book. 

a) According to census of India, 2001, what is the population percentage of scheduled  
caste?  ( 2011) 
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b) Write the percentage of the population of the following social groups ( 2011) 
1. Hindu   2. Muslim 3. Christian 4. Sikh 5. Buddhist 6. Jain 7. ST. 8. SC.  

            9. OBC 

25 Mention any five socio-economic changes responsible for breaking down the old notion 
of caste hierarchy in India.(SA1-2016) 

5 

26 Mention any two constitutional provisions that make India a secular State.(2015)  3/5 

27 What is the status of women‟s representation in India‟s legislative bodies?(2013) 3/5 

28 “Gender division is not based on biology but on social expectations and 

stereotypes”.Support the statement with arguments(2016) 

5 

 
One Mark questions  

 

1 What is  communal politics? 1 

2 What is the percentage of reservation for women in local bodies ( Panchayats and  
 Municipalities in ) in India?  

1 

3 Which countries have a high participation of women in public life?  1 

4 Name a few social reformers who advocated for a society in which caste inequalities are  

absent. 

1 

5 Mention any two forms of Communal politics. 1 

6 What is the status of women‟s representation in India‟s legislative bodies? 1 

7 Mention the different aspects of life in which women are discriminated or disadvantaged in India.  1 

8 What is the percentage of literacy rate among women in India? 1 
 

 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS IN THE NOTE BOOK. 5,7,10,15,18,23 & 24.  
 

        


